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The Evolution of a Grand Idea
In his vision for the first state teachers colleges in America, Horace Mann — “The Father of 
American Education” — wrote that the normal schools should be “suitable for the richest and 
available for the poorest” residents of the Commonwealth. From that vision, the Lexington 
Normal School was established on July 3, 1839; it became the West Newton Normal School  
in 1844, the Framingham Normal School in 1853, State Teachers College at Framingham in 
1932, the State College at Framingham in 1960, and Framingham State College in 1969.
On July 28, 2010, the evolution of Mann’s bold vision progressed when Governor Deval 
Patrick signed historic legislation that changed our name to Framingham State University 
(FSU). Our sister schools in Bridgewater, Fitchburg, Salem, Westfield, and Worcester also 
became State University campuses, effective October 26, 2010.
For Framingham State University (sounds good, don’t you think?), our new name reflects 
the comprehensive public university that we have become. Teacher education is the most 
perdurable element of our mission, but Framingham State in 2010 is much, much more. 
We’ve grown in size and scope over the past 171 years and now enroll nearly 6,000 students 
in dozens of disciplines and professions, including nearly 2,000 graduate students in more 
than 14 countries around the world. Our research and public service centers and institutes 
provide cutting-edge expertise to business and community leaders, training and professional 
development to educators and nutrition professionals, and science education for 12,000 
middle school students and their teachers annually.
In laboratories and field research, our faculty members create hands-on discovery for their 
students and conduct research that will advance our understanding of myriad issues. More 
than 30,000 living alumni launched their careers and are contributing to their communities 
throughout Massachusetts, across the nation and around the globe. We are proud of the 
university that we have become and will wear our new name with pride, dignity, and 
appreciation for all who have helped to build FSU.
At the same time, a name change does not signal a shift in mission and priorities. We remain 
a teaching university: the success of each student is the main concern for every faculty and 
staff member, and teaching and mentoring to facilitate student learning and growth is 
our top priority. At Framingham State University today, we’re confident that you will find 
the challenging, exciting, and supportive environment that Horace Mann envisioned. We 
prepare students for lives of discovery, achievement and success. Please read more news and 
developments in this issue of the Framingham State Magazine. We look forward to seeing you 
on campus soon!
Best wishes,
Timothy J. Flanagan, PhD 
President
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Consider the facts: Today Framingham State 
offers 25 undergraduate degree programs 
in the arts, humanities, sciences, social 
sciences and professional fields, as well as 
graduate degrees in 23 fields, including an 
extensive graduate program for teachers in 
international schools. In total, more than 
6,000 students attend the school, including 
about 2,000 graduate students enrolled in an 
increased number of courses and the school’s 
three-year-old MBA program. 
“We’ve come a long way from when we were 
the State Normal School,” says Lisa Slavin 
’99, ’02, alumni association president. “Our 
portfolio of programs, new facilities, and 
talented and dedicated faculty all demon-
strate how we have become a stronger and 
more competitive school.”
“We’re an institution on the move,” Flanagan 
adds. “We take pride in the fact that we’re 
the most selective of the comprehensive state 
universities and the most affordable.” 
That attractive combination explains why 
enrollments are up again this year. This  
fall, the University welcomed more than 
1,200 new students, including one of its  
largest groups of transfer students, more  
than 400, prompting construction of  
a new 410-bed residence hall scheduled  
to open in the fall of 2011. All this, topped 
with U.S. News & World Report naming 
the school one of the North’s Best Regional 
Universities, Framingham State has been 
functioning as a full-fledged university for 
years, and now it’s official.
Welcome to Framingham State University! 
Those were the words the class of 2014 heard 
this fall, as they became the first students to 
begin under the school’s new name.
The word university might take some getting 
used to for those who came to know it as 
a college, but for many, Framingham State 
outgrew its name a long time ago. As a  
comprehensive institution offering under-
graduate and graduate degrees in a wide 
range of disciplines, Framingham State has 
long met the nationally recognized criteria  
for classification as a university, says 
University President Timothy Flanagan.
“For us, the university name reflects a transi-
tion to what we’ve already become, rather 
than what we want to be,” notes Flanagan. 
“University more accurately describes the 
breadth and depth of educational offerings 
and opportunities available to our students.” 
Framingham 
State University
State College 
at Framingham
Framingham 
Normal School
Lexington 
Normal School
october	26,	
2010
Older graduates are well aware that this isn’t  
the first time Framingham State has adopted  
a new name — in fact it’s the seventh. Proud  
of its heritage as the nation’s first public college 
founded for the education of teachers, the  
school adopted new names over the years to 
reflect its evolving mission. 
1960–19681853–19311839–1843
1844–1852
State Teachers 
College at Framingham 
or 
Framingham State 
Teachers College
1932–1959
Framingham 
State College
1969
West Newton 
Normal School
evolution of a name
by tracey palmer
From College to University
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Thanks to a bill passed by the state legisla- 
ture and signed by Governor Deval Patrick, 
Framingham joined five other state colleges — 
Bridgewater, Fitchburg, Salem, Westfield  
and Worcester — in being renamed as a  
state university. 
“These were already regional teaching uni-
versities in everything but name,” says Jake 
Oliveira ’08, associate executive officer of  
the Massachusetts State College Council of 
Presidents, who notes that the bill passed after 
years of patient lobbying on the part of the 
state colleges, their alumni and local legislators. 
“We’re extremely grateful to the current 
leadership in the house and senate,” notes 
Flanagan, “along with the governor.” 
Home of the oldest system of public colleges 
in the nation, Massachusetts is one of the last 
states — the 46th — to make the shift, adds 
Oliveira. Also included in the new university 
system are Massachusetts College of Art and 
Design, Massachusetts College of Liberal 
Arts and Massachusetts Maritime Academy, 
but their names will remain the same.
“Massachusetts is the birthplace of public 
education, and our students lead the nation,” 
said Governor Patrick at the signing cer-
emony this past July at the Massachusetts 
State House. “So it is fitting that a state that 
has always been at the forefront of education 
now bestows upon these institutions the 
well-earned right to be called universities.” 
“It’s clearly an historic event,” says Flanagan, 
who attended the signing ceremony along 
with Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
Robert Richards ’83 and many members of  
the Framingham State community, including 
alumna Mrs. Kathleen (Ryan) Roberts ’37, 
the oldest graduate of any state college in 
attendance (see sidebar).
“I think it’s just great,” says Roberts of the  
new name. “I’m excited about it. It brings 
more opportunity and raises the school up.  
I think avenues will open to them that 
weren’t available before.”
Roberts represents alumni everywhere who 
seem to be embracing the change.
the	more	things	change…
With all the buzz about the name changing, 
what is not changing at Framingham State 
is perhaps more important. For example, 
tuition, student-faculty ratios, financial aid, 
application and degree requirements, and  
the school’s mission are all remaining intact.  
The University will continue to serve the 
changing needs of students, communities, 
regional economies and the state.
“This does not signify a significant shift in  
our mission,” says Flanagan. “Teaching is 
our highest priority — it has been, is and will 
continue to be priority number one for us.”
Another aspect that won’t alter is the 
University’s small size and friendly commu-
nity. The University is not joining the UMass 
system and will remain steadfastly dedicated 
to individual student success. 
“If you came back to campus today,” Flanagan 
says to alumni, “you’d still recognize it and 
you’d still feel at home.”
Graduates also should take note that the new 
name does not affect existing degrees or 
diplomas. Dozens of alumni have already 
inquired about getting new ones, says Slavin, 
but President Flanagan has reserved the 
honor of receiving the very first Framingham 
State University diploma for esteemed 
alumna Kathleen (Ryan) Roberts. Alumni 
who want to replace their current diploma 
with one reflecting the name change should 
contact the registrar’s office.
so	if	nothing	is	changing,	 	
why	the	change?	
While the name change will not affect daily 
operations, the University tag is expected to 
have a big impact on how Framingham State 
is perceived in Massachusetts, across the 
country and abroad. Flanagan says the more 
prestigious label will enhance the value of 
students’ degrees and help them compete for 
jobs. Also, it will help attract the best faculty 
from national pools of candidates and ben-
efit the state by keeping more Massachusetts 
students in state to attend college. 
“In our 171-year history, we’ve been a 
dynamic institution, receptive to new ideas 
and to the needs of the economy and the 
Commonwealth,” says Flanagan. “This is  
a natural progression.” 
Additionally, the university designation 
allows Framingham State to compete for 
a wider pool of private and federal grants, 
says Flanagan, and energizes the donor base. 
Many national organizations, such as the 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement 
of Teaching, an independent policy and 
research center, define a university as an 
institution that grants more than 50 master’s 
degrees a year. 
“We award more than 10 times that amount,” 
says Flanagan, “and we’ve been doing it  
for decades.” 
Moreover, the University moniker makes it  
clear to prospective students everywhere 
that Framingham is indeed a destination for 
serious, comprehensive study — a marketing 
tool of sorts, especially for international 
recruiting efforts. 
“The reality is that, for international students, 
the word ‘college’ translates more closely to 
high school,” says Flanagan. “When applying 
to schools, international students have a 
tendency to look only at universities.”
Framingham State already enrolls many 
international students and hopes that the 
university designation will broaden its reach. 
“I’m sure it will help our students get better 
placements overseas and attract more inter-
national students,” says Oliveira.
This year’s freshmen, who started classes  
on September 2, are standing at a unique 
crossroads in Framingham State’s 171-year 
history. Technically, they “started as college 
students and will graduate as university  
students,” says Flanagan, as the new name 
takes effect October 26.“Our portfolio of programs, new facilities and  
 talented and dedicated faculty all demonstrate  
how we have become a stronger and more  
 competitive school.”
 —lisa slavin, ’99, ’02, alumni association president
“Graduating from a campus within a state 
university system, with academic offerings 
on par with teaching universities across the 
nation, will help our students compete on  
a more equal footing,” he adds. 
And isn’t that what really matters? After all,  
what’s in a name? If it benefits students, 
excites alumni and opens the doors of  
opportunity a little wider, then Welcome  
to Framingham State University!
Kathleen (Ryan) Roberts isn’t sure which name 
Framingham State went by when she was a student 
in the mid-1930s — people called it State Teachers 
College at Framingham or Framingham State 
Teachers College — but she does recall the lyrics  
of the school song.
“Framingham College, Framingham College…,”  
she trebles in her lithe voice, and then chuckles. 
“I’ve been around a long time.”
Indeed she has. And this year, at age 95, Roberts 
was extremely excited to be around for the State 
House bill-signing ceremony.
“I was thrilled, really, to see Framingham named  
a university,” she says. “It was wonderful.” 
While Roberts remains active and engaged in 
the community — she’s involved with her local 
historical society, council on aging, board of regis-
tered voters, a food bank and the Massachusetts 
Teachers Association — this event was a highlight.
After graduating in 1937, Roberts landed a job in 
rural Vermont teaching grades one through eight in 
a one-room schoolhouse. Decades later, she went 
on to serve as president of the Massachusetts 
Teachers Association. She credits Framingham 
State for launching her long and successful career.
“If it wasn’t for my training at Framingham, I 
wouldn’t have made such a good living and met  
so many congenial people,” Roberts says. “There 
was always such a good spirit there.” 
And according to Roberts, that spirit will always 
remain at her alma mater, whether it’s called a 
school, a college or a university.
School Spirit
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by sara mulkeen ’10 
Dr. Ben Alberti, an anthropology and archaeology professor, 
has been selected to receive a Fulbright Scholar Program 
Fellowship, which will allow him to travel to Argentina for 
three months during spring 2011. We recently spoke with 
Dr. Alberti about his research and what he hopes to accom-
plish during his fellowship.
Why did you apply for a Fulbright Fellowship?
The benefit of the Fulbright interested me because it’s specifi-
cally about exchanges between U.S. and non-U.S. institutions. 
My research has been in Argentina for a number of years, so 
having the opportunity to go down there for an extended 
period of time was a plus. I’ve done a few short trips, but the 
most was three weeks.
What do you think played a role in your being chosen for 
the award?
It’s a competitive award and quite prestigious. Having  
support from the institution to which you’re applying is 
very important, so I needed a letter from the director of 
their doctoral program saying they wanted me to come.  
I also needed several letters of recommendation from 
top scholars in the field who know my work, as well as  
a project proposal for the research element.
What do you hope to accomplish during your three 
months abroad?
There are two things I would like to accomplish. First, it’s a 
teaching and scholarship award, so I’ll be teaching a gradu-
ate course for a program that just started in anthropology at 
the University of Córdoba. 
Second, I’ll be doing research. My main project is research-
ing human remains from the pre-Hispanic culture in the 
area. They’re from the first millennia A.D. and are housed 
in the Anthropology Museum at the National University of 
Córdoba. I’m also involved in a joint project, comparing the 
anthropomorphic pots I will be examining with pots that 
they’re excavating from another area in Argentina.
How will the research in Argentina affect your teaching 
upon your return?
My research requires that I read in a particular area, so I’m 
able to share the most up-to-date ideas with students. It also 
enables me to draw upon my experience and relate my find-
ings to the topics that students are reading about. A former 
student whom I set up on an excavation in Argentina just 
graduated, and I’m trying to place another student on an exca-
vation for the summer as an independent study. Those types of 
connections will continue to help students in the future.
Framingham Professor  
Awarded Fulbright Fellowship
Joseph Bazinet ’11, a Tsongas Scholar,  
is an active student on campus and  
volunteers his time to help others in need.
by laura richards ’95
He studied abroad this summer in Valencia, Spain, taking 
language and culture courses through the Institute of Spanish 
Studies. He holds many on-campus jobs and is a second- 
generation desk attendant. His mom held the same job 
when she was a Framingham State student.
What prompted you to major in such diverse areas  
as modern languages and chemistry?
I came in as a modern languages major as a freshman 
because it was something that I really took an interest in 
throughout high school, but I knew that I wanted to pair 
it with another skill set. Though they may at first seem 
unrelated, both of my advisors agree that the dual major 
will give me an edge in either field after graduation. I plan 
to go into food product development. The opportunities in 
this field are great, and it’s something I truly have a passion 
for doing.
You’re very community service-oriented. How did that 
become important to you and what are you currently 
involved in?
In middle school I became involved in community service 
through a program that rewarded students for rewarding 
the community. Since then it has really become something 
that is just part of my life. I went on the college’s alterna-
tive spring break program to Washington, D.C., to build 
houses with Habitat for Humanity and it was amazing! I 
also participated in the “Night of Service” last semester to 
cook meals for residents of an assisted living center. I’m 
involved with Helping Hands for Haiti on campus, which 
raises awareness, collects donations and emotionally sup-
ports the victims (and relatives of victims) of the recent 
earthquake. Off campus, I have been involved with “Race 
Up Boston Place,” an 82-story stair-climb race up Mellon 
Financial Center in Boston, raising money for the American 
Lung Association. If I have free time or a service opportunity 
comes up that sounds interesting, I just go for it. 
What impact has Framingham State had on you?
Framingham State has had the greatest impact on me. My 
friends and classmates have shaped my personality; world-
class professors and advisors have given me the confidence I 
need to be successful post-graduation; and every staff mem-
ber, student-worker, and administrator that I have come to 
know in the past three years has provided encouragement 
and support through even the toughest times. I know that 
the education I’m receiving will get me far, but it’s the 
people that I’ve met and the friendships that I’ve made here 
that give it meaning. 
student voice |  on course
Community Service Driven
majors  
modern languages 
chemistry
“I’ll be teaching a graduate course for a 
program that just started in anthropology 
at the University of Córdoba.” 
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Two commencement ceremonies made for one 
beautiful and memorable day in May. During 
the undergraduate ceremony, Massachusetts 
Governor Deval Patrick challenged the class of 
2010 to understand and face the challenging 
issues that confront society. The education and 
experience received at Framingham State when 
applied will be critical in shaping the state and 
the world for future generations. Patrick also 
commended the College for being on 
Princeton’s Review list of top green colleges  
in the nation. 
Dr. Robert Martin, vice president of academic 
affairs, gave the commencement address to 
the graduate students earlier that morning, 
applauding graduates for their hard work and 
the impact that they have in their professions.
Bringing the Change Needed For Tomorrow
commencement
20 10head of the line
Carol Russell, carrying the 
mace, and Diane Lowe led the 
faculty into the undergraduate 
commencement ceremony. 
bagpipes and drums
The Crann Tara Pipe Band brought 
pomp and circumstance to this  
special occasion. 
students by major
Department signs helped parents, friends 
and faculty find their graduates.
diplomas awarded
Returning from the 
stage to their seats, 
graduates happily 
expressed their joy 
and satisfaction as 
they held their degrees 
in their hands. 
a new tradition
Diane Sheridan ’80 and Robert Pulster ’80 
marched among a group of alumni in the 
undergraduate ceremony.
proud parents
Proud parents waved 
from the crowd to 
their graduates.
top of the class
President Timothy Flanagan 
presented Lindsay Fair ’10 with 
the valedictorian medallion. 
honorary degree
Dr. Dale Hamel and Mark Powers hooded the 
Honorable Deval Patrick, Massachusetts governor 
and undergraduate commencement speaker. 
sharing the 
excitement
Family members 
enthusiastically 
greeted graduates 
after the ceremony.
Framingham State  
Confers Degrees Abroad
graduation ceremony  
in saipan,  northern  
marianas isl ands
Students across the globe are earning their degrees 
through Framingham State’s International Education 
Program. Recent graduates in Saipan, as seen here, 
celebrate earning their master’s degrees in education 
with a concentration in international teaching. At this 
location, this is the seventh cohort of students to 
graduate, made up of teachers from Saipan, Guam, 
Rota and Tinian. Dr. Barry Ruthfield, adjunct faculty 
member and member of the international graduate 
committee, was on the island teaching a course for 
cohort eight and was the college representative from 
Framingham State at this event.
            Celebrating the Moment at
  Commencement 2010
1,262 new graduates join the alumni asso ciation
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campus life
Helping Hands for Haiti
fundraising highlights
donated to  
the red cross
5,000$
residence halls 7 participated inpenny wars
 
manned in the dining hall
2 collection canisters 
65 students  contributed through the Sodexo Donate A Meal  
program 
for the hhh raffle
42 gift baskets 
Building a  
Community 
of Volunteers
by maria quiray and margaret storch
In March, nineteen students, along with 
our AmeriCorps VISTA volunteer Adam 
Goldfarb, plunged into an alternative spring 
break experience, a Habitat for Humanity 
project in Washington, D.C., which was 
organized with Jennifer Leary ’07 of the 
United Way of Tri-County. Geared up and 
ready to help others in need, this group 
traveled to our nation’s capital with one goal: 
to build a house for a family less fortunate. 
From hammering nails to painting walls, 
students watched their hard work pay off 
with tangible results.
Goldfarb, throughout the course of this 
past year, began to build associations with 
organizations including the United Way of 
Tri-County, the Salvation Army, the South 
Middlesex Opportunity Council (SMOC) 
and numerous others, “so everyone can  
really have that network to work with for 
service opportunities.” Building partner-
ships is key to providing and having a 
tradition of service opportunities available 
to members of our campus. 
“We help those in need because it will help to 
strengthen us all as a society,” says Goldfarb. 
From raking leaves for seniors and people 
with disabilities, to putting up Halloween 
decorations at a family shelter, to serving 
dinner for adults with developmental dis-
abilities in a residential home, he has offered 
students rewarding experiences that deepen 
compassion and insight. “It was sad to see 
people with these types of disabilities, but it 
was amazing to work with them,” says Julie 
Cain-Mailly ’13, a member of the Student 
Involvement and Leadership Development 
student volunteer group who prepared  
dinner for those in the residential home.
“I want to put this need for service in front of 
every student in this school,” says Goldfarb. 
He is pleased with the increasing interest in 
volunteering to date: “It’s already stepping 
up. Service is becoming a very strong point 
at Framingham State.”
“We help those in  
need because it will  
help to strengthen  
us all as a society.”
President Timothy Flanagan recently 
announced the appointment of Dr. Linda 
Vaden-Goad as the next vice president of 
academic affairs at Framingham State.
Dr. Vaden-Goad joins the University after 
a successful eight-year term as the dean of 
the School of Arts and Sciences at Western 
Connecticut State University. She succeeds 
Dr. Robert Martin, who earlier this year 
announced his retirement after six years  
at Framingham State.
“We are pleased that our nationwide search 
for a new chief academic officer was a 
success,” commented President Flanagan. 
“Dr. Vaden-Goad brings outstanding academic 
and administrative experience and a genuine 
commitment to public higher education  
to this very important leadership position.”
Dr. Richard Milaszewski of the Department 
of Chemistry and Food Science and Rita 
Colucci, Esq., director of human resources, 
co-chaired the 20-person search committee, 
which included six faculty members from  
a variety of disciplines on campus.
Vaden-Goad began her academic career at 
the University of Houston in 1990 as a 
faculty member in the Department of Social 
Sciences, which was comprised of six dis-
ciplines: anthropology, history, philosophy, 
political science, psychology and sociology. 
She chaired the department from 1999 to
2002 before accepting the position of dean at 
Western Connecticut State University. She 
holds BS, MA and PhD degrees in psychol-
ogy from the University of Houston.
Vaden-Goad is a member of the Association 
of Psychological Science (APS), the 
American Psychological Association (APA), 
the American Association of University 
Professors (AAUP) and the American 
Conference of Academic Deans (ACAD).  
She has published extensively, has presented 
at national conferences, and has received 
numerous honors and awards, including  
the Connecticut Governor’s Award for 
Public Services in 2008. Vaden-Goad and 
her husband Robert will reside locally.
Vice President of  
Academic Affairs Appointed
Framingham State receives 
$250,000 Davis Educational 
Foundation Grant
Framingham State announced the receipt 
of a $250,000 grant from the Davis 
Educational Foundation to support an  
integrated institution-wide assessment 
program. The grant will allow the 
University to build a comprehensive pro-
gram that assesses all aspects of student 
learning. In turn, this assessment will  
routinely inform decision making to  
improve programs, curricula and 
student learning.
“We are excited and honored to receive 
this generous support from the Davis 
Educational Foundation,” says Dr. Timothy 
Flanagan, president of Framingham State. 
“Assessment of teaching and learning 
outcomes will allow the University not 
only to better prepare students to enter 
the workforce, but also to grow and 
identify future forward-looking academic 
programs similar to the recently launched 
Environmental Sciences undergraduate 
degree this past fall.” 
The grant was received from the Davis 
Educational Foundation established by 
Stanton and Elisabeth Davis after  
Mr. Davis’s retirement as chairman of 
Shaw’s Supermarkets, Inc. The Davis 
Educational Foundation, established as  
a public charitable foundation in 1985,  
supports the undergraduate programs  
of public and private, regionally accredited, 
baccalaureate degree granting colleges and 
universities throughout the six New England 
states. The foundation is an expression of 
the couple’s shared support and value  
for higher education and has provided  
over $75.8 million in grants to more than 
139 institutions.
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campus life
First Graduating Class for 
MSN and MBA
by scott greenberg
 
In May 2010, the University celebrated its 
first graduating class of the new MSN and 
MBA programs. 
Dr. Susan Conrad, chair of the Nursing 
department, and Dr. Cynthia Bechtel,  
director of the MSN program, welcomed 58 
students graduating from the MSN program, 
including 40 in Nursing Education and 18 in 
Nursing Leadership. Graduates lauded the 
curriculum as “comprehensive — demanding  
— and setting a high standard,” and “reflect-
ing what nurses and leaders need to practice 
in today’s healthcare arena.”
Eight students received the first 
Framingham State University MBA. 
Graduate Erin Lachapelle says, “The MBA 
has allowed me to be considered for 
higher-level positions within my company 
and has better prepared me for future 
opportunities.” Dr. Michael Harrison, 
MBA program director, is excited about 
the progress and direction of the part-
time MBA program. “We are attracting 
high-caliber business professionals from 
the MetroWest and Greater Boston areas,” 
Harrison notes. “We have established 
strong ties with the local business commu-
nity through our Business Advisory council, 
which provides networking opportunities 
for our students and helps ensure our MBA 
curriculum remains relevant to local and 
global business needs.” A new elective in 
the program, the Global Business Travel 
Seminar to China will be offered next spring 
to provide the opportunity for students to 
experience overseas business operations 
and culture firsthand.
For information on all graduate programs, 
visit the Division of Graduate and 
Continuing Education website at  
www.framingham.edu/dgce.
McAuliffe Center 
Fulfills a Legacy 
of Learning
by maura king scully
To be a good teacher, you have to take risks. 
Christa (Corrigan) McAuliffe ’70 took the 
ultimate risk when she participated in the 
first NASA Teacher in Space Project in 1986. 
Though McAuliffe tragically perished along 
with six other crew members in the Space  
Shuttle Challenger disaster, her legacy as a 
role model and dedicated teacher lives 
on in the Christa McAuliffe Center at 
Framingham State University.
“Christa wanted to fly into space so she 
could tell her students about it,” says Mary 
Liscombe ’70, director of the McAuliffe 
Center and a classmate of McAuliffe’s.  
“Her goal was to inspire children.”
As the McAuliffe Center observes the 25th 
anniversary of its namesake’s death, children 
are benefitting from McAuliffe’s educational 
vision in ways she couldn’t have imagined 
more than two decades ago.
With a prestigious NASA Summer of 
Innovation grant, the center is partnering 
with the Center for Engineering Education 
Outreach at Tufts University to co-develop 
a middle school LEGO robotics program 
based on real-life NASA space exploration.
“With the NASA grant, we’re creating profes-
sional development programs in robotics for 
Massachusetts teachers, Framingham State 
pre-service teachers and middle school stu-
dents,” explains Liscombe. The three-week
summer program aims to boost summer 
learning, particularly for students who are 
underrepresented and underperforming in 
the STEM (science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics) academic areas. “We 
think this will be a great partnership with 
Tufts because of their expertise in robotics 
and our expertise in space flight.” 
That know-how in space flight comes from 
the center’s signature Challenger Learning 
Center, which takes students and teachers 
on a “Voyage to Mars” by replicating the 
weeks of work leading to lift off and an excit-
ing two-hour mission simulation.  
“It’s amazing,” says Liscombe, who proffers 
an open invitation to the Framingham 
State community and the public to visit the 
center. “Our crews of teachers and students 
are experiencing a real space mission. It’s 
beyond exciting.” 
And so, a quarter century after her untim- 
ely death, Christa McAuliffe’s mission to 
help children reach for the stars is almost 
literally fulfilled.
“Our crews of teachers and students  
are experiencing a real space mission.  
It’s beyond exciting.”
McAuliffe Center Fulfills  
a Legacy of Learning
Our Unified 
Digital Campus
by mary casey ’06
In an announcement to the University in 
2006, President Timothy Flanagan first 
introduced the idea of launching a new 
integrated information system across cam- 
pus. The former information system was 
implemented in 1990. Although it served 
Framingham State well, President Flanagan 
noted that it was “time to transition to a  
new system that will better serve our needs 
for the future.”
Less than a year later, plans were under way. 
The University hired Strata Information 
Group (SIG) and SunGard Higher Education 
Corporation to supplement Framingham 
State staff and provide training, project mana- 
gement, and consulting for the project, as 
well as the software and services needed to 
replace the old information system. Within 
a three-year span, the information system 
was changed over, many departmental 
systems were replaced, and a new portal, 
myFramingham, was introduced.
Today, after much campus-wide cooperation 
and hard work, the project is complete, nota-
bly “on time and within budget,” according 
to Associate Vice President and Chief 
Information Technology Officer Patrick 
Laughran. Framingham State not only is 
enjoying the many benefits of its new unified 
digital campus, but also is thriving because 
of its success. Admissions, Finance, and 
Advancement have all integrated their  
current programs to the new system. The 
Registrar’s Office is now providing a long- 
awaited perk to Framingham State students: 
for the first time, they can register for classes 
and pay bills online. Campus announce- 
ments and institutional data are available 
to students, faculty, and staff through the 
secure, self-service myFramingham portal.
Laughran is delighted with the implementa-
tion of this new information system, noting 
that “the results [of the project] fulfill the 
original objectives to expand and enhance 
online services provided to students, inc- 
rease operational efficiencies, and improve 
access to information.” He also praises the 
efforts of the Framingham State community. 
“This was a university-wide achievement 
in several respects,” Laughran says. “The 
accomplishment is a credit to the profes-
sionalism demonstrated by the many people 
at Framingham State who were involved in 
this collaborative effort.”
“This initiative is not just an  
information technology project.  
It is an institutional priority.”
Welcome New Dean
of Admissions
by mary casey ’06
In May, 
Framingham 
State University 
welcomed Jeremy 
Spencer as the  
new dean of  
admissions. 
Spencer has more than 15 years of experi-
ence working in admissions. Most recently, 
he held the title of director of admissions at 
Alfred University in New York and at Saint 
Joseph’s College in Indiana. 
Vice President for Enrollment and Student 
Development Susanne Conley ’90 says, 
“Jeremy brings to the new student enrollment 
effort a sophisticated approach that incor-
porates everything from social networking 
to data-driven predictive modeling. I am 
confident that under his leadership the 
admissions office will exceed established 
targets for new student enrollment over the 
next few years.”
Spencer holds a bachelor’s degree in biology 
and psychology from Lycoming College in 
Pennsylvania, where he also worked as an 
admissions counselor and associate director 
of admissions. He also holds a master’s 
degree in college student personnel from 
Miami University in Ohio, where he worked 
as an admissions counselor/graduate  
assistant. Spencer has been active with the 
National Association for College Admission 
Counseling (NACAC), as well as with many 
state and regional associations for college 
admission counseling. 
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In 1826 Josiah Holbrook, an educational 
reformer, established the first American 
lyceum in Millbury, Mass., named after  
the lyceum of Aristotle in ancient Greece. 
Holbrook invited local people to organize 
a society to prepare papers on “useful” sub-
jects such as science, history and literature, 
and lecture to friends and neighbors on 
a weekly basis during the winter months. 
Subscription fees were extremely modest, 
and membership was open to the entire 
community. Holbrook believed that mutual 
instruction for continuing education was 
requisite for both individual improvement 
and general social progress.
The lyceum movement spread rapidly from 
New England to the North Central states 
and into the Middle West. Widely viewed 
as instructive entertainment, the lyceum 
enjoyed great popularity in the decades 
before the Civil War. 
After 1845 the lyceum came to be dominated 
by professional lecturers like Ralph Waldo 
Emerson and Wendell Phillips, who traveled 
the winter circuit via the nation’s new rail 
network. Nevertheless, the basic goals of the 
lyceum remained intact: to impact scientific 
and humanistic knowledge deemed vital to 
the moral and intellectual improvement of 
the individual and the community. 
Framingham had a lyceum in 1839 when the 
college was first established. Therefore, it is in 
the highest tradition of antebellum lyceum 
that Framingham State once again establishes 
the Lyceum Lecture Series, open to the entire 
community. Last fall, Dr. Janet Schwartz gave 
the first lecture, entitled “You Are What You 
Eat,” and this past spring Professor Leslie 
Ann Starobin gave her lecture on “What Can 
I Tell a Five-Year-Old” and other related 
Holocaust stories. Lectures for 2010–11 will 
be announced online at the beginning of the 
academic year. This program is sponsored 
by the Center for Excellence in Learning, 
Teaching, Scholarship and Service.
faculty news
by scott greenberg
Framingham State is offering two new 
graduate programs this fall.
A new online Master’s of Education with a 
concentration in nutrition education offers 
two specializations: nutrition education  
specialist and school nutrition specialist. 
The program meets the diverse needs of 
teachers, health educators and nutrition 
professionals. It combines advanced study  
in education, applied nutrition and nutri-
tion education to provide graduates with 
the knowledge and skills they will need in 
school classrooms, school food services, 
healthcare organizations and community 
agencies. One concentration emphasizes 
nutrition education, and the other prepares 
students to sit for the Nutrition Specialist 
Credentialing Exam sponsored by the 
School Nutrition Association. “We are 
excited to engage students in contemporary 
food and nutrition issues in disease preven-
tion and health promotion programs,” says 
Dr. Janet Schwartz, program coordinator. 
The new Graduate Certificate in Sustainable 
Development and Policy was developed by 
the Geography Department. According to 
Dr. Osama Abdelgadir, program coordinator, 
this four-course certificate is relevant to 
individuals working in a variety of settings, 
including schools, conservation commis-
sions, municipalities, industries dealing with 
biophysical resources and waste disposals, 
town planning departments, and law firms 
engaged in infrastructural policymaking.
New Graduate  
Programs Launch This Fall 
The Return  
of Lyceum
“The basic goals of the lyceum 
remained intact: to impact 
scientific and humanistic 
knowledge deemed vital to 
the moral and intellectual 
improvement of the individual  
and the community.”
Faculty Research 
and Creativity at 
Framingham State
A new brochure highlighting faculty 
research and creativity was introduced 
at the University this spring. Six faculty 
members were profiled, including 
Dr. Robert Beck and Dr. Guy Crosby, 
chemistry and food science; Ms. Arlene 
Handschuch, consumer sciences; Dr. Elaine 
Hartwick, geography; Dr. Thomas Koshy, 
mathematics; and Dr. Carolyn Maibor, 
English. Moving forward, different faculty 
members will be selected each year to be 
recognized in this new publication.
lyceum owl
In ancient times, the 
owl was associated 
with Athena, the Greek 
goddess of wisdom.
2010 Distinguished  
Faculty Members
distinguished 
facult y awards
Dr. Michael Wong-Russell 
Department of Modern Languages  
Dr. Bernard Horn 
English Department  
Dr. Desmond McCarthy 
English Department 
scholarship
teaching
service
“We are excited to engage 
students in contemporary 
food and nutrition issues 
in disease prevention and 
health promotion programs.”
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field hockey
date						site	 opponent	 	 time			
9/11     H   Southern Maine      1
9/14     H   Salve Regina 4
9/18   A    Keene State  1:30
9/21   H    Gordon  4
9/25 H Worcester State 10
9/29   A Plymouth State 4
10/2       A   Fitchburg State      10
10/5  H Western Connecticut 4
10/9  A  Eastern Connecticut  tba
10/12  A Clark   7
10/15  A Westfield State tba
10/20  H Bridgewater State 3:30
10/23 H UMass Dartmouth  2
10/27  H Lasell  3:30
10/30  A Salem State  noon
volleyball
date						site	 opponent	 	 time			
9/1     H   Gordon       7
9/4–5  A   Regis Tournament 2
9/8   A    Mt. Ida  6
9/10   A    Mt. Ida  6, 8
9/11 A Simmons  noon
9/11   A UMass Dartmouth 2
9/15       H   Salve Regina      7
9/18  A Daniel Webster tba
9/21  A  Elms   7
9/23  A Emmanuel   tba
9/25  A Anna Maria  tba
9/29  H Bridgewater State 7
10/2 A Lasell   tba
10/7  H Mass. Maritime 6
10/9  A Newbury w/ Regis tba
10/16 A Westfield/Worcester  tba
10/21  A Suffolk  7
10/23  H MCLA  noon
10/23  H Eastern Nazarene 4
10/28  A Salem State  tba
10/29 A BSC Halloween Classic  tba
10/30 A BSC Halloween Classic  tba
ram nation
Athletic Hall of Fame 
Announcement
The Framingham State Athletic Department 
and the Alumni Association are pleased to 
announce the 2010 Athletic Hall of Fame 
induction class. 
They are as follows:
susan blinstrub ’75  
Women’s Basketball/Softball
kristina kern ’03   
Women’s Soccer/Softball
william lindsey  
Baseball
tom reusch ’88    
Football
valerie trufant ’78    
Tennis
mark van valkenburg 
Men’s Basketball
helder vidiera ’76    
Men’s Soccer
lori  winters ’84   
Softball/Women’s Basketball
The induction ceremony will take place in 
spring 2011. For more information about 
the inductees and induction ceremony, 
please visit www.fscrams.com or contact  
the Athletic Department at 508-626-4614. 
Homecoming and 
Parents’ Weekend
saturday,  o ct.  2
10 a .m. 
Women’s Soccer Game vs. Salem State
Maple Field 
Cheer the women’s soccer team to a victory!
11:30 a .m.
Brunch and Family Fun
Alumni tent and parking lot at Maple Field 
Enjoy food, soft drinks, music and fun activities 
for all ages. Activities hosted by Framingham  
State student clubs and organizations.
1:30 p.m.
Football Game vs. Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy
Maple Field 
Individuals wearing Framingham State  
apparel admitted free.
8–9:50 p.m. 
Seventh Annual Alumni Hockey Game
Loring Arena, Framingham
sunday,  o ct.  3
1 p.m. 
Alumni Baseball Game
Bowditch Field, Framingham
For a complete listing of Homecoming  
and Parents’ Weekend events, visit  
www.framingham.edu/alumni. 
For health and safety, please do not bring pets to 
campus events. Rain location for events held at 
Maple Field: D. Justin McCarthy College Center. 
Golf Tournament
On Tuesday, June 1, 2010, Framingham State hosted the 2010 Rams Booster Club Golf    
Tournament at Marlborough Country Club in Marlborough, Mass. The day featured 
18 holes of championship golf and the tournament was part of the ongoing effort to 
increase booster club support from alumni, parents, friends and local businesses. 
rams bo oster club
careful 
concentration
Ted Budzyna 
makes the putt 
on the fifth hole.
athletic donation
President Timothy Flanagan, Rodd Patten ’94 and 
Athletic Director Tom Kelly are seen here with the three 
athletic awards that Patten donated to the College.
foursome fun
Keith Faulkner ’85, 
Keith MacPherson ’85 and 
friends Mike Lawlor and  
Larry Manning spend the day 
catching up and playing golf.
lining it up
Replacing the ball marker, 
Peter Kelley gets ready to putt.
Athletic Awards Shared with the University
Rodd Patten ’94 returned to campus this 
winter to visit and make a donation to the 
college. Three awards were handed over to 
the Athletics Department, two gold helmet 
awards and the Division III ECAC Player 
of the Year Award that Patten received 
while at Framingham State.
athletics on displ ay
football
date						site	 opponent	 	 time			
9/4     H   Endicott       1:30
9/10     A   Nichols  tba
9/18   H    Salve Regina 1:30
9/25   A    Bridgewater State noon
10/2 H Mass. Maritime 1:30
10/9   A Fitchburg State 1:30
10/16   H   Maine Maritime      1
10/23  A Westfield State 1:30
10/30  A  Coast Guard Academy  noon
11/6  H Worcester State  noon
men’s soccer
date						site	 opponent	 	 time			
9/1     H   Johnson & Wales      4
9/4     A   Gordon    tba
9/8   A    Curry  tba
9/11   H    WPI  10
9/15 H Roger Willams 4
9/18   A Mass. Maritime noon
9/22       H   Babson       4
9/25  H Worcester State  1
9/29  H  Rhode Island University  4
10/2  A Salem State  3
10/6  A Springfield   tba
10/9  A MCLA   1
10/13 H UMass Boston  3
10/16  A Bridgewater State  tba
10/20  A Keene State  6:30
10/23  H Fitchburg State  11
10/24  H Amherst   2
10/27  A Clark   6
10/30  H Westfield State  noon
women’s soccer
date						site	 opponent	 	 time			
9/4     H   Nichols       10
9/7     H   Curry   4
9/11   H    Keene State  4
9/14   A    Babson  4
9/16 H Johnson & Wales 4
9/18   H Mass. Maritime 10
9/22       A   Newbury       3:30
9/25  A Worcester State  tba
9/28  A  Elms   7
10/2  H Salem State  10
10/9  H MCLA  1
10/12  A Rhode Island University  4
10/16 H Bridgewater State  10
10/19  H Southern Maine  3:30
10/23  A Fitchburg State  10
10/26  H UMass Boston  3:30
10/30  A Westfield State 1
fall 2010
Sports Schedules
putting challenge
Mike Swain putts as a finalist in  
the $5,000 MetroWest Medical  
Center putting challenge.
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Leonor Luiz ’45  Leonor taught food 
and algebra for 15 years at New Bedford 
Vocational High School, took leave to 
complete her master’s from the Teachers 
University at Columbia University, and upon 
her return started a girls’ physical education 
and athletic program. For her contributions, 
Leonor became the first female inducted to 
the school’s Hall of Fame. 
She later became a guidance counselor and 
school psychologist at Normandin Junior 
High School in New Bedford, Mass. After 
school hours, Leonor oversaw the G.E.D. 
testing program and coached numerous 
sports teams at the schools where she 
worked and at her parish school for 25 years.
Leonor was appointed class treasurer for the 
Class of 1945 and her fund-raising efforts 
helped to establish the War and Peace Class 
of 1945 Scholarship Fund, which benefits 
students studying education and nutrition at 
Framingham State.
Richard Logan ’70   
Richard serves as 
president and CEO  
of Medical Records 
Associates, Inc., a 
company he found-
ed that provides 
health information 
consulting and management services to 
over 90 clients throughout New England. A 
pioneer in his field, Richard also cofounded 
AHIOS, a national health information man-
agement trade association.
Richard spent 25 years as a senior lecturer in 
health record administration at Northeastern 
University and received the Professional 
Achievement Award from the Massachusetts 
Health Information Association. 
His volunteer efforts include coaching boys’ 
and girls’ youth basketball and serving 
as president for the Milton High School 
Boosters Club.
Richard remains connected with the 
University through the Framingham State 
University Foundation Board of Directors,  
for which he is treasurer.
Thomas McCarthy ’79  Tom worked as a 
member of the Framingham Fire Department 
for 19 years, receiving several commendations. 
During this time he also started a part-
time landscaping business. The business, 
Shamrock Landscaping and Construction, 
became Tom’s full-time occupation after he 
suffered a severe eye injury, which ended his 
firefighting days. Through his landscaping 
business, Tom volunteers with building proj-
ects such as the adventure playground and 
designing and constructing features around 
his Cape Cod community.
Tom earned level-one certification for the 
Professional Ski Instructors Association and 
was chosen to teach a young blind girl how 
to ski. He read, studied and learned various 
techniques, and found he could use his own 
limited vision to relate to and find success 
with his student.
call for alumni nominations
Alumni Achievement recipients are outstand-
ing role models for Framingham State students 
today. Any person or group of persons may 
nominate an alumnus of the University for this 
recognition. The nomination form for the 2011 
awards is available on the alumni Web site at 
www.framingham.edu/alumni. Deadline for 
nominations is Feb. 1, 2011.
The Alumni Achievement Awards are presented 
annually to recognize alumni for their accomplishments 
and contributions in both their careers and in their 
communities. This year, five distinguished alumni  
were recognized during the alumni general assembly 
program as part of Reunion Weekend.
alumni corner
Judy (Zaccagnini) 
Flynn ’69  Judy has 
dedicated her career 
to excellence in the 
fields of consumer 
science and educa-
tion. She has served 
on the consumer 
sciences faculty at Framingham State for over 
38 years and remains committed to teaching 
students and contributing to her field.
While at Framingham State, she has taught 
over 18 courses, assisted in expanding the 
fashion design and retailing curriculum by 
creating seven new courses and has been 
instrumental in developing the fashion design 
and retailing graduate program.
Judy received the Fellow of the International 
Textile and Apparel Association’s Life 
Achievement Award for contributions to 
the clothing and textile profession in 1994 
and was also honored with the Outstanding 
Faculty Award at Framingham State. 
Gary Bassell ’85 
Gary is an interna-
tionally recognized 
scientist, educator 
and leader. He is  
a professor of cell 
biology at Emory 
University and directs 
a research laboratory employing  
undergraduate and graduate students and 
postdoctoral fellows. The main research 
interests of the laboratory are to understand 
mechanisms of brain development and 
inherited causes of intellectual disability 
and autism. 
Gary is a mentor to many students. He is an 
active member in several organizations such 
as the American Society for Cell Biology and 
the Society for Neuroscience, for which he 
has given numerous lectures and dedicated 
time as a volunteer. Gary has received mul-
tiple awards, including the Basil O’Connor 
Scholar Award, the Dana Foundation Award 
in Brain Imaging and the Irma Hirsch Career 
Scientist Award.
Alumni Recognized 
         for Achievements
Alumni Call-to-Action:  
Tell Us Your Family Stories!
how many framingham state 
alumni are in your family?
Each year we hear stories from many 
alumni about fathers, grandmothers, 
brothers and sisters who graduated from 
Framingham State. The alumni office is 
currently working on a story highlighting 
the families of Framingham State graduates 
and we want to hear from you. 
how far back can you 
trace your family at  
framingham state?
Additionally, we want to hear from families 
that have the longest lineage of graduates. 
Framingham State started as a normal 
school in 1839. As we approach our 175th 
anniversary in 2014, we want to highlight 
families that have graduates dating as far 
back as possible in the school’s existence. 
Did your great-grandmother or great-
great-grandmother attend the normal 
school? Tell us your story. 
met & married:  did you meet 
your sp ouse on campus? 
Finally, we are continually amazed at how 
many alumni married fellow alums. If this  
is you, we want to know how you met and 
how long you’ve been married. We know  
the school only became co-ed in 1967, but 
that’s 43 years of marriages, families and 
incredible tales. 
Send us a letter with your story to Alumni 
Stories, Office of University Advancement, 
Framingham State University, PO Box 
9101, Framingham, MA 01701-9101, or 
e-mail us at publications@framingham.edu. 
We can’t wait to hear from you.
Staffing Update
alumni rel ations 
Robert Walmsley ’02  
has been hired as  
the new assistant  
director of alumni  
relations. His res- 
ponsibilities include 
planning and hosting alumni events, 
coordinating alumni benefits and services, 
and working with the Alumni Association 
Board of Directors to support alumni 
engagement both on and off campus. 
An alumnus of Framingham State 
University, Walmsley holds a bachelor’s 
degree in consumer sciences with a 
minor in psychology. 
development
Maria Quiray has 
been promoted to 
director of annual 
giving. She is respon-
sible for the annual 
fund campaign and 
for increasing donations from alumni  
and friends to support the mission and 
priorities of Framingham State University.
Quiray earned a bachelor’s degree 
in communications with a minor in 
gerontology from Rhode Island College 
and a master’s degree in higher educa- 
tion administration from the University 
of Massachusetts at Amherst.
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Fly Away, or in  
Some Cases You Drive
Does your residence change depending  
on the season? Are you a snowbird travel-
ing south for the winter, or do you have a 
vacation home for the summer? 
The Framingham State Alumni Association 
has been on the road visiting with alumni, 
and we want to make sure you’re invited to 
events when we’re in your neighborhood. 
Send us your addresses and let us know 
when you’ll be where. 
Office of Alumni Relations 
508-626-4012 
alumni@framingham.edu 
Alumni who update their addresses with 
the college by Dec. 1 will be entered into 
a drawing for two Red Sox tickets for the 
2011 season. The winner of the drawing 
will be notified by the New Year. 
floridians!
We’ll be in Florida for alumni regional 
events March 12–15, 2011. We’ll be sending 
event information in late winter to alumni 
in the state. Let us know your travel plans 
and save the dates for alumni events.
alumni corner
processional
Class of 1970 members waited in the 
processional line for their class to be called.
dear framingham
Alumni sang the alma 
mater during the alumni 
general assembly program.
welcoming 
remarks
Chair Robert Richards ’83 
brought greetings from the 
Board of Trustees.
pure  
enjoyment 
Janet (Slamin) 
Cross ’55 enjoyed 
time back on 
campus with 
classmates.
reunion weekend
alumni regional events
Alumni from every generation dating back to the 
40’s came back to campus on Commencement and 
Reunion Weekend to reconnect with classmates 
and to see what was happening on campus today. 
Alumni welcomed the class of 2010 as the newest 
members of the alumni association and, for the 
first time ever, alumni walked in commencement.
This spring the college went on the road to visit with 
alumni all down the eastern seaboard, making stops 
in Manhattan, Washington, D.C., and in locations 
throughout Florida. Some of the alumni activities 
included a St. Patrick’s Day parade event, a spring 
training game, club meetings and alumni receptions.
may 14–16, 2010
all alumni dining
Classes gathered at the annual 
alumni luncheon for a delightful 
meal with old friends.
mcauliffe mission
Julie Olander ’82 discovered all that 
the McAuliffe Center had to offer.
mcauliffe  
training 
Alumni participated in 
the Challenger Learning 
Center Voyage to Mars.
class of 1945
Rosemary McCarthy ’45, Maureen 
Donovan ’45 and Phyllis Frechette ’45 
marched and represented their class 
at reunion.
sarasota club
F: Dorothy Nathan ’51 and Ann (Hogan) Deveau ’54; 
R: Marilyn Schwab ’76, Christopher Hendry, Joan 
(Sutherland) Hulme ’47, Dr. Nancy and President 
Timothy Flanagan
washington dc club
F: Diane Finch ’56, Sandra Ieznicek ’01, 
Viviana Novillo ’01 and Joyce Donahue ’61; 
R: Kathleen Savage ’92, David Morrissette ’77, 
Stephen Miner ’84, Ann Picco ’68 and Joseph 
Fields ‘86
sunny naples
Jean McDevitt ’64,  
Jim McDevitt ’70,  
Jane (Brassil) Spillane ’68 
and Nancy Spinale ’63  
new york city lights
F: Elizabeth King ’50 and Rachel  
Whipkey ’05; R: Lawrence Salava ’72, 
Dr. Nancy Flanagan, Christopher  
Rabidou ’02, David Cunha ’01,  
Mary Cashin ’45, Pamela Aldrich ’10,  
President Timothy Flanagan
Spring 2010
Reunion Planning Meetings
oct. 20, 2010 /  2 p.m. 
oct. 21, 2010 /  6 p.m. 
nov. 9, 2010 /  10 a.m.
nov. 10, 2010 /  6:30 p.m.
Come learn about the reunion  
program and begin planning class  
events. Celebrating classes include  
class years ending in 6 or 1.
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“A year completely without socks.” That is 
one way Brandi Cutler ’07 describes the 
heaven of living on an idyllic Pacific island. 
She is also keenly observant of the new  
culture that surrounds her and responsive 
to the otherworldly beauty of the place: “I 
feel as though the clouds can be touched, 
entered. They seem to float right above the 
sami [ocean] and at the tip of the moun-
tains that surround me.”
But there is always a deeper purpose and 
sense of dedication in everything Cutler 
does, and she came to American Samoa to 
teach and help the people of the islands and 
to gain insight into their culture. 
Cutler, a summa cum laude sociology major 
with a concentration in anthropology, went 
to these South Pacific islands in the sum-
mer of 2008 to volunteer for a year with 
WorldTeach, a nonprofit organization based 
at the Center for International Development 
at Harvard University and associated 
with the U.S. Department of Education. 
“WorldTeach volunteers are able to share 
their own strengths and passions with their 
students and community,” she says. “My 
most rewarding teaching experiences were 
when my students felt empowered enough 
to share their own culture and experiences 
with me and when they literally lit up with 
smiles at remembering and understanding 
our lessons.”
After a year of teaching English to high 
school students, Cutler is now the field 
director of the entire WorldTeach program 
in American Samoa.
She supports and supervises the 31 local  
volunteers while reporting to the WorldTeach 
main office and the American Samoa 
Department of Education. “This position has 
given me even greater insight into this once 
new-to-me culture,” she says, “allowing me 
to learn more about myself and what I want 
out of my academic/professional/social 
future, make stronger local connections and 
have a deeper understanding of Samoa.”
With her anthropologist’s orientation, she 
closely observes aspects of local culture, 
delighting in learning about the intricacies 
of customs such as tattooing, the rituals 
associated with death, or the fafafine, the 
enigmatic third gender she describes as  
“a man who takes on the characteristics 
(dress, behavior, work) of a woman.”
At Framingham State, Cutler was a campus 
leader in organizations such as Amnesty 
International and Women’s Empowerment 
and was named the 2007 Phenomenal 
Woman. Following graduation she worked 
for a year at the Victim Rights Law Center 
in Boston. “Framingham State taught me 
the importance of sensitivity and reflection 
when living and teaching in a new place,” she 
says. “I look back fondly and nostalgically on 
my years at the college, which gave me not 
only the dream to learn about myself and the 
world, but the tools and continued support to 
actually go and do it! Fa’afetai [thank you] to 
those at Framingham State!”
Phenomenal 
Woman  
in Paradise
by margaret storch
class notes
undergraduate alumni
Framingham State  
University Alumni
Your classmates, your college, your community. Join 
alumni online to network, learn about upcoming 
events and find out what’s new at your alma mater. 
An alumni relations staff member is available online 
every Wednesday between 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 
to answer your questions.
Notes and photos are published at the discretion 
of the editor. All photo submissions must include 
the names of all visible alumni with class years 
and of friends of the college. If you are submitting 
information and prints by postal mail and would like 
documents returned, please include a request for 
return and provide a return mailing address. Digital 
photographs must be 300 dpi or better in JPEG format 
and sent to publications@framingham.edu with 
“photo submission” in the subject line. All submis-
sions will be acknowledged. 
Class Notes and  
Photo Submissions
Are you getting married or starting a new 
job? Do you have a new bundle of joy or did 
you publish your work? Share your news and 
photos with the college and fellow alumni.
Attn: Class Notes Coordinator 
Office of University Advancement 
Framingham State University 
100 State Street, PO Box 9101 
Framingham, MA 01701-9101
publications@framingham.edu 
T 508-626-4012   F 508-626-4036 
’41 Virginia Tangent is enjoying volunteering  
 at her retirement community, reading, 
swimming, and watching sports. She boasts about 
her four grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
’54 Virginia Cancroft has retired after 56  
 years in the New York Public School system.
’65 Patricia (Stowe) Townsend welcomed her  
 fifth grandchild in Feb. and is busy traveling, 
volunteering, gardening and quilting.
’66 Gerry (Jackson) Kerdok, now an instructor 
 at the Worcester Art Museum, won Best In 
Show in the Graceful Envelope Contest, an interna-
tional venue sponsored by the National Association 
of Letter Carriers.
’69 Mary Woolley has retired from Mashpee  
 High School and is now selling golf con- 
dos in Florida with Seven Lakes Realty. She has  
three grandchildren.
’71  Bonnie Bishop retired from teaching  
 Spanish in June 2009 after 36 years at 
Billerica Memorial High School. However, she 
continues to travel extensively and also organizes 
trips for students to go abroad. Over the years, 
Bonnie has visited every continent except Antarctica.
’72 Anne Collins, now the director of the  
 mathematics programs at Lesley University, 
will serve as a newly elected member of the board 
of directors for the National Council for Teachers 
of Mathematics (NCTM). She has edited NCTM’s 
publications and was elected to give the Richard H. 
Balemenos Lecture at the Eastern Regional NCTM 
Conference in October 2009. She was also inducted 
into the Massachusetts Mathematics Educators Hall 
of Fame in 2005.
Susan Huard was appointed as the new president of 
Manchester Community College in June 2010. 
’73 Patricia L. Smith retired from the  
 Department of Family Consumer Science 
at Waltham Public Schools after having taught there 
since 1973.
’74 Marie Caradonna has retired from Natick  
 High School after 35 years of service.
’77 Dale (Colella) Danahy is in his 40th year at 
 Colella’s Supermarket in Hopkinton, a fam- 
ily business, where he currently serves as president.
’78 Elizabeth (Duclos) Comstock is retiring  
 from some of her volunteer activities and 
looking for new and exciting opportunities. While 
she still works with patient accounts at Holliston 
Family Chiropractic, she is also helping her daughter 
launch her own line of purses, totes, and accessories 
at aprettybag.com. 
Eileen (Tosney) Mills has started a tutoring and 
writing consulting business after teaching at 
Northeastern University and running a writing 
program at New England School of Law.
’79 Constance L. Alexander was named  
 Science Teacher of the Year in 2009 by the 
Massachusetts Association of Science Teachers.
’80 Michael Fabbri, Middlesex assistant  
 district attorney, has been named one of 
this year’s recipients of the William C. O’Malley 
Prosecutor of the Year Award by the Massachusetts 
District Attorneys Association. Recipients of this 
award are noted for their exceptional courtroom 
skills, empathetic consideration of victims, mentor-
ing young prosecutors and professionalism. Two of 
Michael’s high-profile cases have included Odgren 
and Entwistle.
Leo J. Govoni was appointed to the Florida Bar 
Foundation Board of Directors. He is also the 
president of Boston Asset Management Inc., which 
provides investment advisory services to legal, fidu-
ciary and disabled communities.
Mary E. Heffernan has served as the undersecretary 
for criminal justice at the Executive Office of Public 
Safety and Security since 2007, and is now bringing 
her 20 years of criminal justice and governmental 
affairs experience to the governor’s cabinet. Mary 
is also a former member of the Framingham State 
Board of Trustees.
’83 Elaine P. (Yehle) Bowen describes her 
 job with the Hattie Larlham Center for 
Children with Disabilities as “the best job ever.” She 
has worked at the center since 2007 as a dietitian and 
food service director.
’84 Anthony Gagliani is a permanent  
 deacon of St. Theresa Parish in Blackstone, 
Mass.; is a historian and a genealogist; and has writ-
ten features for the catechetical series, “Blessed Are 
We.” Anthony is married to Maryjo (McCluskey) 
Gagliani ’86.
’89 Daniel J. O’Shea was named vice  
 president of individual life sales by  
Sun Life Financial Distributors of Wellesley.
Caryn Staebler now holds the position of executive 
coach and organizational development consultant 
for Leadership DNA, a consulting firm focused on 
helping leaders. Since graduating from Framingham 
State, Caryn has worked with numerous corpora-
tions and also in higher education. 
Kirsten Stolle had her unique artwork featured for 
the third time in the Dolby Chadwick Gallery. Her 
most recent exhibition depicts the environmental 
issue of climate change and how future plant life may 
be affected.
’91 Rob Vandenabeele finished writing his  
 book, “Mass Hoops: The Best of the Bay 
State’s High School Basketball History,” in the fall  
of 2009.
’93 Taitia L. Elliott has been promoted to  
 senior vice president of commercial  
banking at Frederick County Bank in Maryland.
brandi cutler '07
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Lee Ann Lewis is the director of institutional and 
alumni development at Concord’s Community 
College in Concord, New Hampshire.
’94 Sharon L. Gilbert has joined  
 Conservation Services Group, which 
provides energy-saving strategies, program design, 
management services, and technologies to consumers 
and businesses, as the group’s director of recruitment. 
In her new position, Sharon is responsible for attract-
ing candidates, promoting human resource training 
programs, and developing recruiting guidelines for 
the company.
Karla (Lindquist) Rogers and her husband, Bryan, 
happily announce their October 2008 wedding.
’95 Mark Carlson has been named president of 
 The Suburban Group, Inc., for 2010. He has 
worked for the staffing firm since 1999.
Colleen (Dolan) Hastings is managing her new 
company, the Go Green Web Directory, which serves 
as an online directory of all the “green” businesses, 
products and services in Massachusetts.
’96 Abby (Reidy) and Ed Walsh were married  
 in September 2009.
John A. White was named the new vice president 
for development and alumni relations at  
Springfield College.
’97 Michelle Tuffile and her husband, Charles, 
 celebrated the birth of their son, Stuart,  
in August 2009. 
Julie A. (Grossman) Walker earned a master of 
education, school guidance counseling (5–12) degree 
from Cambridge College. She is now employed as a 
guidance counselor for Dudley Middle School.
’98 Robert J. Badzmierowski was elected to  
 the advisory board of the Salvation Army 
Adult Rehabilitation Center of Massachusetts.
Elaine Bridge was honored with the Mary B.  
Conceison Award for Excellence in Nursing  
class notes
There is a young woman from an immigrant 
family, a hardworking high school student 
with hopes of becoming a doctor one day. 
But her family has limited experience of 
American society and she doesn’t under-
stand how the college system works. It is a 
godsend when she has the opportunity to 
request the support of a mentor who will 
explain what she needs to know and assist 
her in preparing for college. 
Sarah (Charland) Lessage ’08 stepped in to 
offer support. “I have helped her understand 
the college system a lot more, and she now 
knows she has another adult to be there for 
her,” she says. Lessage volunteers as a men-
tor at Framingham High School through the 
Mazie Foundation, an organization whose 
mission is to connect caring adults with 
young people struggling to take control of 
their lives and fulfill their potential.
Lessage, who was president of SGA 
in her senior year, discovered the Mazie 
Foundation through her own mentor at
Framingham State, Multicultural Affairs 
Director David Baldwin. Baldwin is in his 
fourth year as a Mazie mentor. “Many of 
the students are at risk, not performing 
up to par, or they may have difficulties at 
home and need another influence in their 
lives,” he says. He too has worked with 
students whose families are immigrants and 
unfamiliar with what is needed to prepare 
for college or a career path after high school. 
“My job is to help them plan and help them 
get into college.” 
The Mazie Foundation’s aim is to encourage  
students to set goals to get on a positive 
path for high school graduation and beyond, 
whether for college or a meaningful career 
track. Goal setting in small increments is the 
key to success. Starting in the sophomore 
year of high school, students, with the sup-
port of mentors, set goals for themselves 
for three months, six months and then to 
the end of the year. “A short-term goal may 
be to do better in a class, such as improving 
their grade in chemistry or math,” Baldwin 
says. “At their one-year goal,” Lessage 
explains, “they have to write a college-
worthy essay. These essays are amazing, 
and when they read them at their goal 
ceremony, there are not too many dry eyes 
in the audience.” 
“The Mazie program means a lot to me,” 
Lessage says. “It is important for me to 
volunteer so that I feel like I am giving back 
to the community. I have also learned from 
Mishel, the student that I was paired with, 
and we have become very close since I 
started the program. I feel proud that Mishel 
sees me as someone she can turn to with 
problems, questions or to have fun!”
Helping Young  
People Make It
by margaret storch and maria quiray
 
sarah lessage ’08 
 ,’02
Leadership at the Massachusetts Organization  
of Nurse Executives annual meeting. Elaine is  
the senior vice president for patient care and  
chief nursing officer at Newton-Wellesley Hospital.
Jill Curtis shares her painting and art history 
expertise through teaching at various art institu-
tions, including the Worcester Art Museum and the 
Southborough Art Center.
Elizabeth Stevens recently accepted a position at 
State Chemical; the company is based in Rhode 
Island and Southeastern Massachusetts.
’99 Lisa (Walmsley) Slavin and her  
 husband, Tim, welcomed a baby 
girl in October 2009. Lisa was the senior investiture 
speaker at the University on April 12, 2010.
’00 Dereck Rhoads was named Bluffton Middle 
 School’s first principal in spring 2009.
Debra Woods is preparing for a four-month  
volunteer trip to South Africa, where she will  
work with orphans and vulnerable children  
infected with or affected by HIV/AIDS. Debra 
is passionate about the issue of improving child 
care in the country and will be basing her Boston 
University School of Education master’s thesis on 
her work there.
’01 Ashley J. (Coyne) McCarron graduated  
 from Suffolk Law School in 2009 and 
shortly thereafter was hired by Partners HealthCare 
as a Clinical Research Agreement Associate. At her 
new job, Ashley combines her Suffolk law degree 
with her background as a dietitian at Framingham 
by working with medical industry sponsors to nego-
tiate and execute contracts with those who want to 
do clinical research with doctors from area hospitals.
Allison (Szewczyk) McKeen had her short story, 
“Conversations with Monsters,” published in the 
Winter 2009/Spring 2010 issue of Confrontation 
Magazine. Allison is currently employed as a  
legislative attorney to the Connecticut General 
Assembly, where she drafts legislation concerning 
housing matters.
Donielle Moss announced her engagement to Jeffrey 
Huff; the two plan to marry in summer 2011.
’02 Brian Bedard married Kelly Dinsmore in  
 October 2009. Brian is a software analyst at 
State Street Bank.
Alyson Levine recently joined L&W Investigations 
as the new strategic business development manager. 
The franchise specializes in insurance fraud.
’03 Nathan Brooks became a member of the  
 elite U.S. group of 12 Goodyear blimp 
pilots. Nathan accepted this position on Sept. 28, 
2009, in Carson, Cal.
Paul Jacques coached the Mount St. Charles baseball 
team to their first state championship in 74 years.
Christina M. Mariani and Edward Downing were 
married at St. Timothy’s Parish in Walpole, Mass., in 
November 2009. She is currently a registered dieti-
tian and personal trainer for the Corporate Wellness 
Program at Titleist Headquarters.
’04 Melissa Moran married Kevin Dooley on  
 Feb. 13, 2010, in Springfield, Mass. Melissa 
is a teacher in the Chicopee Public School system.
Elizabeth O’Dea and Wing Ng were married June 
20, 2009, at Martha Mary Chapel in Sudbury, Mass.
’05 Kimberlee Wiley plans to marry her fiancé, 
  Daniel Nashold, in the summer of 2010. 
Kimberlee currently teaches kindergarten for the 
Mattapoisett School District.
’06 Mary Casey was appointed to the  
 Framingham State University Alumni 
Association Board of Directors in July 2010.
Caitlin Cornely married Jonathan Perry in  
summer 2009. 
Jennifer (Haines) Morse married Christopher Morse 
in Las Vegas, Nevada in November 2009.
Graduates of the Last Decade
The Framingham State Alumni Association is looking 
for your input and participation as we develop G.O.L.D. 
programming. These G.O.L.D. events will be held at 
various times of the year and dedicated solely to  
graduates who have joined the alumni association 
in the past ten years. Attend a G.O.L.D. planning 
meeting or any G.O.L.D. branded event. Catch up, 
stay connected and have fun.
Alumni Connections
Alumni and friends of the college gather across  
the country to meet, share stories and plan  
events for those with one thing in common—  
a Framingham State connection. Do you want to 
get involved in or start a Framingham State club? To 
learn more about regional events and Framingham 
State clubs, contact the Office of Alumni Relations at 
alumni@framingham.edu or 508-626-4012.
Hilltop Happenings, 
Your Alumni E-Newsletter
Hilltop Happenings, an e-newsletter for Framingham 
State alumni, is published to keep alumni up-to-date 
on college news and events. If you are interested  
in subscribing to this e-newsletter, e-mail  
alumni@framingham.edu or call the Office of  
Alumni Relations at 508-626-4012.
Online Giving Made Easier
Our new, secure, online giving Web site is easier 
than ever. Visit www.framingham.edu/alumni 
to support Framingham State. You are only a few 
clicks away from making an investment in the future 
of the college and its students.
27framingham	state	university    fall 2010  fal l  2010    framingham	state	university   26
class notes
Reaching  
Across Oceans
by sara mulkeen ’10
 
Charles Fullerton ’09 has never shown fear 
of the unknown, having been to 25 different 
countries and still desiring to see more of the 
world. Like many students right out of col-
lege, Fullerton had big plans, but not enough 
money to put them into play. A native of 
Canada, he earned a bachelor of science 
with a specialization in biological sciences 
and molecular genetics from the Univer-
sity of Alberta in Edmonton, Canada. In an 
attempt to earn quick money for graduate 
school, Fullerton taught English in Costa 
Rica and then at Hongik University in Korea. 
He credits the availability of the Framingham 
State master’s program in Korea for motiva- 
ting him to study for his master’s degree in 
education. “Before the program started in 
Korea, I was not thinking about studying,”  
he recalls. “For me, the fact that the program 
was accredited, that the school and teaching 
college have a long and illustrious history, 
and that both the price and timing were right 
made the decision to join Framingham an 
easy one.”
He and his 30 classmates studied at the 
Korea University campus in the small town of 
Jochiwan. “[My classmates] had very diverse 
backgrounds and experiences. I learned as 
much from them and their presentations as  
I did from the courses,” he adds. 
Though Fullerton has found teaching to be 
one of his more fulfilling adventures, while 
residing in Korea he has also “been in movies 
and TV, done voice recordings, edited and 
written books and theses, and worked at 
various camps.” 
Even after gaining influence from many areas 
of the world, Fullerton’s number-one hobby 
stems from his upbringing in Canada. He 
has played some form of hockey – ice, roller, 
or ball – for most of his life. “I grew up, like 
a lot of Canadian kids, living and breathing 
the game,” Fullerton says. He now plays on 
the Geckos Glaciers, a Korean hockey team, 
and has traveled to tournaments in Mongolia, 
Japan and Russia.
Before returning home to Canada with his 
wife, Sally, Fullerton plans to add a few more 
countries to his passport. One possible 
destination, he says, is France. His goal is 
to become fluent in the country’s native 
language, so that he will have an advantage 
finding future employment in Canada. 
charles fullerton ’09 
Of Special Note...
amy yanni ’75
Finding a home in South 
Dakota, Amy Yanni ’75 has 
spent most of her career in 
Legal Services and Public 
Defender work. In her spare 
time, she trains and runs 
marathons across the country, qualifying 
among athletes from around the world. 
Yanni started running marathons in 2003 
when she went into remission from breast 
cancer. Since 2004, she has returned to  
Massachusetts every year to run the 
Boston Marathon; this year, as seen in this 
photo, Yanni ran in Boston wearing both 
Framingham State and Red Sox apparel. 
To date, Yanni has completed 120 mara-
thons and a Boston Qualifying Marathon 
in all 50 states in her running career. 
Yanni holds her BA in history from 
Framingham State and her JD from 
Northeastern Law.
Alumni Writers Wanted
The college is interested having alumni writers 
contribute stories for college publications. If  
you have experience writing and would like  
to be considered for writing assignments on 
college-related topics and news, please email  
a letter of interest and three writing samples to  
publications@framingham.edu. 
Dorothy L. Glasser ’26 — June 1990
Ethel (Sowerby) Wallace ’27 — Oct. 6, 2009
Irene (Hallberg) Paulson ’28 — Dec. 14, 1990
Mary (Phelps) Thomas ’29 — Aug. 23, 2009
Anna C. Porter ’35 — Jan. 24, 2009
Viola A. Thompson ’35 — Jan. 8, 2002
Catherine A. (McDonough) Bartlett ’36 — Feb. 26, 2010
Marion (Mahoney) Ogorman ’37 — Jan. 4, 2006
Lucy (Valentine) Kelley ’38 — June 7, 2009
Alice E. Snyder-Best ’39 — March 18, 2007
Margaret M. Konetzny ’39 — June 16, 2009
Doris (Levinson) Jacobs ’39 — Oct. 2, 2008
Helen (Churchill) Nutting ’39 — Dec. 28, 2007
Kathryn Brophy ’41 — Oct. 17, 2009
Virginia R. (Mitchell) McNamara ’42 — Nov. 2, 2009
Irene (Willis) Mickelson ’43 — Dec. 26, 2008
Loretta H. Flanagan ’44 — March 30, 2009
Dorothy (Anderson) Brown ’44 — Aug. 28, 2008
Maurita McEachern Moan ’45 — Feb. 10, 2009
Marie L. (Gervais) Barrett ’47 — July 6, 2009
Gracey F. Magrath ’51 — April 21, 2009
Ruth R. Hession ’53 — Aug. 9, 2009
Ruth E. Von Euw ’54 — Sept. 6, 2008
Elaine A. Sullivan ’55 — Jan. 17, 2009
Lorraine V. Davidson ’56 — Dec. 19, 2008
Polly (Hilliard) Harvey ’56 — Feb. 24, 2008
Maureen (Dee) Smith ’56 — March 16, 2009
Elizabeth Towle ’62 — Sept. 12, 2009
 Janet E. Campbell ’64 — April 6, 2008
Roberta Nealon ’65 — Sept. 12, 2009
Peter L. Toohey ’67 — June 27, 2009
Anahid Hoffman ’73 — May 8, 2009
Deborah L. Marchand ’73 — Aug. 10, 2009
Elizabeth (Hayes) Locke ’73 — Sept. 25, 2009
John C. Balben ’75 — Oct. 15, 2009
Robert M. Davine ’76 — Feb. 25, 2010
John J. Liberatore ’77, ’83 — Oct. 17, 2009
Joyce E. Phillips ’77 — Feb. 13, 2010
Noreen (Flynn) Beck ’80 — Dec. 15, 2008
Robert B. Metheson ’80 — Jan. 27, 2010
Elizabeth W. Zimmerley ’80 — March 27, 2009
Doris M. Vital ’82 — March 8, 2008
Joyce M. Novak ’84 — Oct. 2, 2008
J. Michael Fitzgerald ’88 — Aug. 2, 2009
Andrea Kelley ’94 — Oct. 14, 2009
In Memoriam
’07 David Lewis currently holds a position  
 as the resident director of Hart Hall at 
Husson University. David was a resident assistant at 
Framingham State and went on to earn a master’s 
degree in human relations in December 2009.
’08 Christopher Calzolaio married Alicia  
 Avery in July 2010.
Melissa Fitzgerald announced her engagement to 
James Bransfield ’07. The two are planning a June 
2011 wedding.
Andrea Smith recently obtained a full-time position 
teaching first grade at her alma mater, Kennedy 
Elementary School in Holbrook, Mass. Andrea is 
back studying at Framingham State, working toward 
a master’s degree in elementary education.
’67 Frederica (McAfee) Richardson posthu- 
 mously received a Congressional Gold Medal 
for being a fearless female pilot in World War II.
’89 Michael Miller is a nationally regarded  
 speaker and motivator who frequently 
presents on topics of team building, self-motivation, 
goal setting and leadership.
’96 Jude Tomasino recently earned a second  
 master’s degree, an MEd, from Cambridge 
College. He specializes in transfer admission and 
articulation and teaches as an adjunct professor in 
the Department of Business and Administration. 
Jude was recently elected to serve on New England 
Transfer Association’s governing board and 
presented at the 39th annual conference.
’00 David Thomson works as the principal of  
 Raynham Middle School and was named 
Principal of the Year for 2010. 
’01 Steve Goodwin became the new principal at 
 Sprague School on July 1, 2010. Steve’s 
doctoral thesis at Boston College focused on  
how students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades become 
better writers.
’03 Carol Costa is the new principal at the  
 John F. Kennedy and Augustine F. Maloney 
Elementary Schools in Blackstone, Mass.
Richard C. Francis was appointed chief of the 
Brockton Fire Department in February. He joined 
the department in 1978 and served as deputy fire 
chief from 2008 until his recent promotion.
Susan Gross married Jess Hamilton in spring 2010. 
Susan is a special educator at the Dale Street School 
in Medfield, Mass.
’09 Barbara Merfalen became the new dean  
 for academic programs and services at 
Northern Marianas College in June 2010.
graduate alumni
By anyone’s account, Alice G. Dabrowski ’43 was an amazing 
woman and an amazing alumna of Framingham State. After  
graduating in 1943, she began a long and storied career as a 
dietician. Alice retired from the Manchester, N.H., Veterans 
Administration (VA) office in 1978 as a chief dietician with more 
than 30 years working for the VA. Throughout her career, Alice 
was an avid world traveler who relished her Polish heritage and 
the arts. She also decided she wanted to leave her mark on the world in her  
own special way by including her alma mater as a beneficiary in her will. Her 
generosity was recently realized on campus with the establishment of the  
Alice G. Dabrowski ’43 Scholarship for the Coordinated Program in Dietetics.
“Alice was forever grateful for her time at Framingham State and wanted to help 
the next generation of dieticians,” commented her sister, Isabele Dabrowski. 
“Her life was extraordinarily fulfilling, and she would have been so proud of this 
scholarship and the opportunities it will provide for current students.”
Every year, Framingham State benefits from the generosity of those who choose 
to include the University in their estate plans through simple wills, charitable 
gift annuities and charitable remainder trusts. It’s often possible for alumni 
and friends to make the “gift of a lifetime” through these vehicles. No matter 
how large or small, all planned gifts impact generations of students, faculty and 
programming on campus. They also provide a way for donors to restrict their 
gifts in a manner that best reflects the legacy they would like to create at their 
alma mater.
As you think about your legacy, we ask that you consider becoming a member  
of the Edmund Dwight Society at Framingham State by letting us know you 
have included the University in your estate plans. For more information on 
planned giving options at Framingham State, please contact Christopher 
Hendry, vice president of college advancement, at chendry@framingham.edu  
or 508-626-4578.
Planned Giving at  
Framingham State
       “Alice was forever grateful for  
 her time at Framingham State     
    and wanted to help the next  
    generation of dieticians.”
A Legacy Left  
 to her Alma Mater
alice g.  dabrowski 
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Dr. Robert Martin served as Framingham 
State University’s vice president for acade- 
mic affairs since 2004. In his role as the 
chief academic officer for the College, he 
was responsible for academic planning and 
program development, budget and person-
nel. During his service he has supported the 
creation of the faculty Center for Excellence 
in Learning, Teaching, Scholarship, and 
Service (CELTSS), overseen the creation of 
new undergraduate academic programs in 
business and information technology and 
environmental science, and graduate pro-
grams in nursing and business administration. 
Additional programs in development include 
criminology and science, technology, engi-
neering, mathematics (STEM) education.
Other significant accomplishments during 
Dr. Martin’s career include furthering the 
assessment of student learning in academic 
programs and the creation of the college’s 
First-Year Foundations Program that 
supports the academic and social transition 
of first-year students to college. To that end,  
the First-Year Advisory Committee anno-
unced the creation of the Robert A. Martin 
Outstanding First-Year Advocate Award  
 
 
earlier this year. This award is designed to 
recognize members of the University  
community who have created positive 
change and/or developed programs 
designed to ease the transition to college  
for first-year students.
Dr. Martin serves on the Board of Trustees 
of the Danforth Museum of Art in 
Framingham and on the advisory board 
of the Technology Initiative of the Metro/
Southwest Regional Employment Board as 
well as on the Board of Higher Education’s 
Transfer Advisory Group and Task Force  
on Efficiency and Collaboration.
Prior to coming to Framingham State 
University, he held both academic and admin- 
istrative positions at Westfield State College 
and Ball State University. Dr. Martin has a 
BA degree from Wesleyan University and 
MA and PhD degrees in clinical psychology 
from the University of Rochester. This year 
he is doing some part-time teaching for the 
psychology and philosophy department.
Dr. Martin and his wife, Elaine ’96, live in 
Milford, Mass., and have five children and 
seven grandchildren.
Vice President  
of Academic  
Affairs Retires
During his service he has 
supported the creation  
of the faculty Center for 
Excellence in Learning, 
Teaching, Scholarship and 
Service (CELTSS). 
Archive Donation
John Halpern has been auditing classes  
at the University for many years. Recently, 
when John Halpern went to purchase 
another vehicle, he made a donation  
to the University: his car window with 
more than 15 years of parking decals. 
President Timothy Flanagan accepted 
Halpern’s car window donation on behalf 
of the University. 
25thAnniversary 
     of the children’s 
  literature festival 
 
nov.  4 ,  2010
 
 
The festival will include a book signing  
and presentation by special guest author 
Grace Lin as well as children’s literature 
workshops and a dinner reception for  
students and members of the campus 
and children’s literature communities.
Homecoming and Parents’ Weekend
oct. 1–3, 2010
Activities all weekend long for alumni, parents and students. 
See inside for more details.
Winter Commencement
saturday, feb. 5, 2011
The University is introducing a winter commencement ceremony  
for undergraduate and graduate students finishing their degree  
in the summer, fall and winter.
Alumni Regional Events in Florida
march 12–15, 2011 
Join alumni for activities throughout Florida. The week will include  
a Red Sox spring training game, St. Patrick’s Day parade and alumni 
regional receptions. 
Commencement and Alumni Reunion Weekend
may 21–22, 2011
This will be a weekend of activities to welcome graduates to the  
Alumni Association and for alumni to reconnect with classmates. 
up coming events save the date
For more information or to register for alumni 
events, contact the Office of Alumni Relations at 
508-626-4012 or alumni@framingham.edu.
Alumni Reception at National ADA Conference
monday, nov. 8, 2010 / 5:30 p.m.
Westin Boston Waterfront, Boston, MA 
Complimentary hors d’oeuvres for alumni
New York City Alumni Sightseeing 
and Shopping Trip
saturday, dec. 4, 2010
Departs from Framingham, 7 a.m. / Departs Bryant Park, NYC, 6:30 p.m. 
$45 per person
”A Christmas Carol” with an Alumni Reception
sunday, dec. 19, 2010 / 1 p.m. 
The Hanover Theatre for the Performing Arts, Worcester, MA 
Reception at 11:30 a.m.; Performance at 1 p.m. 
$35 per person
Alumni Holiday Ticket Sales 
for 2011 Red Sox and Bruins Games
tuesday, dec. 21, 2010 / 10 a.m. 
By Phone Only
All events include an alumni reception. 
Baseball: Spring training tickets, $50/person. Regular season tickets, 
$70/person. Two tickets per alumnus will be sold for the regular season. 
Alumni can call 508-626-4687 or 508-626-4012 to secure tickets. 
Hockey: $99/person. Alumni can call 508-626-4035 to secure tickets.
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